CONCEPT 4: THE PEOPLE: ENCOUNTERING THE CULTURAL DIVERSITY
OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI DELTA REGION

GOAL

The diversiy of the Lower Missisgipi Delta
region’s cultural heritge is reflected in the
names of cities and towng and down the
river: Ste. Genevieve, Kaskaskia, Altengpur
Wittenbuig, Cape Girardeau, Cairo, Hickman,
Helena, Memhis, Vicksbug, Natchez, Baton
Rowe, New Orleans, and Venice. The
Mississppi River and its associated boymntot
only sustained the gion’s first inhabitants,
the Indians, but have in succeeaglzenturies
attracted imngrants from around the world.

This goal of this concgt is to illustrate,
through the use of existmfacilities and
activities, @portunities for visitors to
experience the richness of the histothe
conplexity of social and cultural interactions,
and the historic sites, festivals, and other
celebrations of cultural divergiin the Delta.

IMPORTANCE/SIGNIFICANCE

Over theprevious centuries, marcultures
conveged in the rich natural areas of the
Lower Mississppi Delta region. From
approximatel A.D. 700 to the arrival of the
first Eurgoean eplorers durimg the 16th
centuy, the mound buildig Mississppians
thrived, establishig conplex social,political,
and economic relationgts within and bgond
the Delta. Successive waves of Eeran
explorers, armies, and settlers becamey ahé
latest inhabitants to have a fprarging
impact on the rgion.

American Indian

By now it is a cliche to sathat the “New
World” was arything but new when Columbus
arrived. Less well known, however, is the
sheer breath of thare-Columbian

civilizations. Millions ofpeagple inhabited the
Americas in 1492, most dengedlorg the

coast and njar rivers, and these ingknous
pemles, or American Indians, were
discoverers, eplorers, warriors, and settlers in

the New World. The spoke over 600 distinct
languages. Indian economies varied from
farmirg, to maritime activities, to hunters and
gatherers, while Indian artisans were atdst
weavi carvirg, scupting, andpainting. The
pre-Columbian Americas were a teeuin
world of life — a riclpeatry of cultures with
diverse economies, ptan religious
cosmge, and sphisticated arts and crafts.

Spanish Influence

At the time the Baniard Hernando de Soto
and his geditionay arnmy landed on the west
coast giresent-dg Florida in 1539, manof
the leadirMississppian centers were alread
in decline. As de Soto’s aymlogged

overland tlgtothe Southeast to the
Mispdriver, blood encounters between
the Missiggpians and the @&nish exyedition
presajed the Indians eventual loss of their
lands and lifewgs, as Eurpeans increasgty
penetrated the continent over the succegdin
centuries.

Two centuries after de Sotmesliérn,
durig the 1770s, gproximatel 1,500 Canar

Islanders settled in the marshlands southeast of

New Orleangiesent-dg St. Bernard Parish),
where the hunted, trpped, and fished for
sustenance. Their descendents, known as the
Islefios, continue tpsak an archaicfnish
dialect angerform traditional decimas — folk
sowgs of 10 gllable lines sug acapella

French Culture

During the 17th centwy, following the
successful descent down the MisgigsRiver
B Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle in 1682,
the French envisioned estaldjishin
arehensive commerciaystem in North
America. The Missiggl River offered an all-
weather outlet to the sea for the furs of the

IAvin M. Josephy, Jr500 Nations:An
lllustrated History of North American Indiang\lfred A.
Knopf, Inc., 1994), 8-9.
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northern American lands France dominated,
and control of the river's legth would both
confine the British to the east angen the

vast Americarplains to French eploitation.
Though France never realizedgtand scheme
for North America, French settlements dot the
Mississppi Delta region. Descendant French
populations still live in southern lllinois and
Missouri as well as southeastern Arkansas in
such communities as Prairie du Rocher,
Kaskaskia, Ste. Genevieve, anth€a
Girardeau, Dumas, and in Baton Rewand
New Orleans, Louisiana.

Cajun Culture

During Great Britain’s coguest of the French
enmpire in North America (1754-1763), the
British expelled neany 75%, or over 10,000,
of the French Catholic Acadians from Nova
Scotia. May of the diplaced Acadians
eventualy migrated to Louisiana, setthyin
the easteriprairies and alog Bayou
Lafourche and the lower Missiggi River, to
farm, fish, hunt, and tg while interactig and
intermarying with their American, Sanish,
Indian, and African American rghbors.
Today the French derived dialegiaken ty
the descendants of the Acadians, known as
Cguns (a namegiven to them i the Indians)
can be heard thrghout southern Louisiana
and their cuisine and music are pge
imbedded in the state’s culture.

African-American Culture

Brought to the Delta in slavgr forced to work
in bondae and servitude thrghout the ante-
bellumyears, and freed onwith the catas-
trophe of the Civil War, African-Americans
form the vey fiber of the social andolitical
tapesty of the Delta. Communities as diverse
as Mound Bwgou, Missisgppi and Fago,
Arkansas; Little Rock, Arkansas and
Memphis, Tennessee; and New Orleans and
Monroe, Louisiana, illustrate thgide and
entrgrenueurial pirit of the Delta’s black
communities.
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Creole Culture

The term Creole refers to a diversit
culturalgroups. The white Creoles of colonial
Louisiana were born of French grehiSh
parents before 1803. White Creoles were
generaly landedgentty, who adpted and
retained Bpgan culture and mannerisms. In
central Louisiana the Cane River Creoles of
color gatedurirg the 18th centyrfrom a
family of freed slaves. The social stratum
occpied by Creoles of color was umpie to
Louisiana. Some of the Cane River Creoles
became wealthplantation owners and
devel@ed their own urgue culture, ejoying
the repect and friendslipiof the dominant
white Creole socigt In the context of racial
mix@y Creole could also refer to those of
Epean-Indian descent in Louisiana.

Other Cultures

Mary othergroups also contributed to the
cultural diversit of the Lower Missisgipi
Delta Rgion. During the 19th centuyr,
German imrgrants settled alanthe
Missisgipi River above New Orleans and
below Cae Girardeau and near Styatt,
Arkansplaikc Jews ngirated to New
Orleans from countriesgiimg the
Mediterranean Seati® 1830s, Americans
and Euro-Americans were gnating eastward
across the United States to the Delta, which
was then known as the “Southwest Tergitbr
The Irish also came to the Delta in the 1830s
and a small communitof Filipinos
established a fish@village in southern
Louisiana. Chinese laborers were recruited
from New Orleans and Asia in the 1870s, and
a decade later maewish, Sicilian, and
Lebangsmxple migrated to the Delta from
southern and eastern Epeo By the late 19th
ceptar Srrian communiy was established
in the Arkansas Delta and a substantial Italian
cogtnt settled in New Orleans.

The Lower Missiggii Delta Ragion

continued to lure imgnants duriig the 20th
centyr In the 1950s Cuban imgrants
moved to New Orleans and thegnaition of
Vietnamese to southern Louisiana occurred in
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the 1970s. More recentlthe lagest numbers
of immigrants stem from Mexico, the
Philippines, Korea, the Dominican Bblic,
and Jamaica.

RESOURCES

Existing resources that illustrate the diveysit

of cultures that have resided in the Delta and
those that continue to inhabit theyian are
highlighted in this congat. The resources

listed for this congat include historic sites,
visitor centers, museums, and festival sites that
arepresenty intempreting and celebratig

mary of the numerous culturgtoups of the

Delta.

Cajun and Creole Cultures

The heritges and influences of the {Das and
Creoles can currentbe encountered at a
number of sites in Louisiana (see list of
resources accagparying the Concpt 4 ma).
In addition, the followig are exarples of both
extant tours that link peesentative sites and
events that celebrate thej@a and Creole
heritages:

Cajun Culture
. Old Spanish Trail, U.S. Hihway 90

and LA Highway 182, which travels
through the heart of Louisiana’s im

country (panphlet/ma)

. Acadiana Trail Drivig Tour
(panphlet/map)

. The Real French Destination, Louisiana

Scenic Bway - St. Landy and
Lafayette Parishes (npx

. Zydeco C@un Prairie, Louisiana Scenic
Byway - Evargeline and Acadia
Parishes (mg

. Walking and Drivirg Tours of New
Orleans panphlets/mas)

. Annual Louisiana Folklife Festival

(Monroe, Louisiana)
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Creole Culture

. Cane River Plantation Tour,
Natchitoches Pariganfphlet/ma)
. Town Tour of Natchitoches Historic
District (panphlet/ma)

. Annual Candleliht Tour of the
Natchitoches Historic District, durgn
the Historic Natchitoches Bilimage

pamphlet)
. Annual Northwestern State Univessit
Folk Festival (Natchitoches, Louisiana)
. Louisiana Colonial Trails Drivig Tour

- from Natchez, Migpsissi
Natchitoches to the formep&nish
Southwespénphlet/ma)

. Creole Nature Trail Scenicyivay,
Louisiana Scenic Bvay - Cameron and
Calcasieu Parishes (pja

. Walking and Drivirg Tours of New
Orleans panphlets/mas)

The Islefio hegtas current) interpreted at
the Jean Lafitte Islefio Center in Toca,
Louisiana. The New Madrid Museum in New
Madrid, Missouri, addresses tipargsh
colonariod and in Cpe Girardeau, also in
Missouri, a marker commemorates the site of
La Casa Ha (Red House), an earl8th
centuy trading post and militay headjuarters
of the $anish District of Cpe Girardeau.

French Culture

The French herigge in New Orleans is
currenty represented and intpreted at several
sites in the Delta. Ste. Genevieve angeCa
Girardeau, Missouri as well as areas in

southeast Arkangaesest French cultural
influences in the Delta dugidifferent
historicalperiods.



RESOURCES
American Indian Cultures

38. Chucalissa Indian Village (Memphis, Tennessee)

40. Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians(Philadelphia, Mississippi)

41. Tunica-Biloxi Indians of Louisiana (Marksville, Louisiana)

42. Pinson Mounds State Archeological Site (Pinson, Tennessee)

43. Jena Band of Choctaw (Jena, Louisiana)

44. Arkansas Post National Memorial, Menard/Hodges Archeological Site,
(Osotuoy) (Gillett, Arkansas)

49. Coutshatta Tribe (Elton, Louisiana)

48. The Chitimacha Tribe (Charenton, Louisiana)

French and Spanish Influences

17. Fort Kaskaskia State Historic Site and Pierre Menard Home (Ellis Grove,

lllinois)

18. French Colonial Historic District (Prairie Du Rocher, lllinois)

19. Cape Girardeau River Heritage Museum (Cape Girardeau, Missouri)

20. Ste. Genevieve Museum; Great River Road Interpretive Center; and Historic
Ste. Genevieve (St. Genevieve, Missouri)

21. Vieux Carré Historic District (New Orleans, Louisiana)

39. Parkin Archeological State Park (Parkin, Arkahsas

7. Great River Road State Park(Rosedale, Missigsippi

Cajun Culture

4. Acadian Memorial; Statue of Evangeline and the Perpetual Adoration Garden
and Historic Cemetery; Evangeline Oak/Evangeline Oak Park; St. Martin de
Tours Catholic Church; and Le Maison Duchamp (St. Martinville, Louisiana)

5. Konriko Rice Mill (New Iberia, Louisiana)

6. Acadiana Visitor Center (Opelousas, Louisiana)

35. Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve (New Orleans, Louisiana)
1. Prairie Acadian Cultural Center (Eunice, Louisiana)
2. Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center (Thibodaux, Louisiana)
3. Acadian Cultural Center (Lafayette, Louisipna

African-American Culture

36. Little Rock High School (Little Rock, Arkansas)
37. Mound Bayou, Mississippi
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38. National Civil Rights Museum (Memphis, Tennessee)
45. Madison, Arkansas
46. The Oakes African-American Cultural Center (Yazoo City, Mississippi)
48. Fargo Agricultural Museum (Fargo, Arkansas)
50. Cairo, lllinois
51. Arna Bontemps African-American Museum (Lafayettaa) ouisia

Creole Culture
7-12. Melrose Plantation; Magnolia Plantation; Oakland Plantation; Atahoe
Plantation; Beau Fort Plantation; Oak Lawn Plaatatier; Rlantation; and
the Jones House (Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana)
13-14. Natchitoches Historic District, Badin-Roque House, (Natchitoches,

Louisiana)

15. Kate Chopin House and Bayou Folk Museum (Cloutierville, Louisiana)

16. St. Augustine Church and Cemetery (Isle Brevelle, Louisiana)

Other Cultural Influences
22. Delta Cultural Center (Helena, Arkansas)
23. Ozark Folk Center (Mountain View, Arkansas)
24. West Walnut Street Historic Districal@ ditbranis))
25. Hanson Historic District (Hanson, Kentucky)
26. Buchanan Street Historic District (Hickman, Kentucky)
27. Wrather West Kentucky Museum (Murray, Kentucky)
28. Adsmore Living History Museum (Princeton, Kentucky)
29. Heritage Museum (Baker, Louisiana)
30. American Italian Museum and Library (New Orleans, Louisiana )
31. Concordia Log College/Seminary (Attestaury, Mis
32. Saxon Lutheran Memorial (Frohna, Missouri)
33. Museum of the Southern Jewish Experiencésgiksippiyl
34. Southern Cultural Heritage Complex (Vicksburg, Mississippi)
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